Local and state officials joined in a ribbon cutting 
| ceremony, officially opening the 6.4 mile segment of I-40 
| from southeast of Swannanoa to US-70 east of Black 
Mountain. Left to right: Jack Bryant, NCDOT Board 
member; John Gilkey, NCDOT Board member; Governor 
Jim Hunt; Reverend Billy Graham; and Black Mountain 
mayor Tom Sebol. 

j Secretary of Transportation Tom Bradshaw presided 
| recently at the formal opening of a 4.7-mile stretch of US-264 


IS from Bailey to Wilson. This ceremony marked _ the 


completion of the eastbound lanes, 13.2 miles in length, from 
Zebulon to Wilson. 


SERIO OO 


Governor Jim Hunt speaks to a record crowd at the 


formal opening of a 23-mile segment of US-70, from 


Dover to Glenburnie Road Extension at New Bern. 


| The grandchildren of the chairman of the former Highway Commission, Joseph M. Hunt, Jr.,unveiled the dedi- 
cation for US-421, approximately one mile south of I-85. The expressway was named in recognition of Mr. Hunt, 
who was instrumental in accomplishing the construction of US-421. The children, left to right, are Christopher 
Hunt, Blythe Ellington, Kemp Ellington, and Joseph M. Hunt, IV. Governor Jim Hunt and Mrs. Grace Hunt, wife 
\ of the late Joseph Hunt, admire this tribute. 
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Will the real Bobby Lee Spence please stand 


TWO-WAY TRAFFIC 


OOPS!! _ 


up? In last month’s “Two Way Traffic,” 
Spence was identified as George Phillips. 
Our apologies to both men! This month the 
“real’”’ Bobby Lee Spence is shown accept- 
ing the Safety Award on behalf of Bridge 
Maintenance (Area 1). 


Fatality Reduction Nets 


[xing 
e__.6 


Grant 


U.S. Secretary of Transportation Brock 
Adams announced recently that North 
Carolina has been awarded an incentive 
grant of $935,504 by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration for achiev- 
ing significant progress in reducing its 


highway fatality rate in 1976. 


‘] 


Newth Cordini 


Alec Nations (far right) with the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration pre- 
sented Transportation Secretary Tom Brad- 
shaw the Incentive Grant Award plaque, as 


Federal 


Highway Administrator, T. J. 


Morawski looks on. 


TRANSPORTATION YESTERDAY: 


In North Carolina: 1957 — Compulsory insurance required on vehicles. 
Elsewhere: 1935 — First automatic parking meter installed, Oklahoma City. 


Medicare 
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Payments 


by Phyllis Parish 
(Public Affairs Intern) 


Misunderstandings have arisen re- 
garding the benefits paid by Blue Cross 
Blue Shield when an employee or retiree 
is on Medicare. The Blue Cross Blue 
Shield program is divided into two 
segments — Part A and Part B. Part A only 
covers hospital costs, while Part B covers 
medical and doctor bills. 

All persons 65 years old or older may 
automatically receive Part A, hospital 
benefits. However, Part B—the coverage 
for medical expenses and doctor bills—is 
divided. One half is paid by the 
government and the other half is paid by 
the recipient. The employee’s portion is 
paid by deducting the amount from his 
Social Security check. State employees 
eligible for Medicare hospital benefits are 
eligible to receive only 20% coverage 
from the State Blue Cross Blue Shield 
program for medical bill coverage, 
because the state will not pay benefits that 
the recipient can get under Medicare. 


Explained 


Therefore, W 
for Part B, . 
to receive full co% 
Medicare and 20%(0 
Cross Blue Shield pi 

If state subscribe 
Part A, they are co} 
Medicare at all, evi 
have enrolled for f 
instance only, the | 
Shield will pay full « 
B. 


Alec Nations, National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, and T. J. Morawski, 
Federal Highway Administration Division 
Administrator, presented the grant award 
to Secretary of Transportation Tom 
Bradshaw recently. 

This year’s award was presented to 
North Carolina for reducing its fatality 
rate from an average of 4.96 fatalities per 
100 million vehicle miles for the previous 
four-year period prior to 1976, to 3.92 
fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles in 
1976. The actual number of fatalities 
dropped from a high of 1868 in 1973 to 
1518 in 1976. 

This is the third year North Carolina has 
received this award in recognition of the 
progress made in the Statewide highway 
safety program. Previously North Carolina 
had received incentive grants for 
reducing the fatality rate in 1975 and 1973. 
This will be the last year these funds will 
be awarded as impending legislation will 
abolish this program for future years. 


Secretary 
Bradshaw (recently 
named Chairman. 
of N.C. State 


Government 


Division) will | 
officially kick-off 
United Way | 
Campaign for Raleis 
Employees on 
Monday, September 
at 9:30a.m. in th 
Highway Buildings 
Auditorium. 
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2 -. . BC/BS Has Another ~— a | 

ice §=~=—Stessstsiaegy—~<‘“it;té‘SCé;~ Olen Encl ment” 
eo. Ra ay Pp 


age — 80% from bi 
LB > 
Any employee interested in enrolling 


i'm the State Blue 
(ram. 


ire not eligible for 
dered not to have 
though they may 


'B benefits. In this 
e Blue Cross Blue 
wance toward Part 


All| Departmental employees are 
urgently requested to inform their 
supervisors of any spraying or spillage 
from tank trucks on the State Highway 
System. The Department asks that 
license numbers be reported as well as 
the locations. 


Thank you for your cooperation and 
assistance. 


By Phyllis Parish 
Public Affairs Intern 


Recently, Secretary Tom Bradshaw 
resented Leighton Elliott with a 
ertificate of appreciation for his years of 
dedicated service with the Department of 
Transportation. After a total of 33 years of 
state employment, Elliott retired on 
August 1, 1978. Eighteen of these years 
were with the Photogrammetry Unit of 
DOT as an aircraft pilot. His major duties 
as chief pilot included maintenance, 
scheduling, aerial mapping, and adminis- 
trative flights. 

In presenting Leighton with the 
certificate, the Secretary congratulated 
the NCDOT veteran, on his “professional 
competency and courtesy as well as his 
positive attitude in working many long 
and irregular hours in order to get the job 
done.” 

Born in Charlotte, Elliott received his 
aircraft pilot experience from Spartan 
School of Aeronautics and the U. S. Army 
Flight School. While in the National 
Guard, Elliott accumulated his other 15 


By Phyllis Parish 
Public Affairs Intern 


August 1 - September 30 has been 
designated as an “Open Enrollment” 
period for Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Insurance. 

During this period employees may 
choose to enroll for the first time or add 
dependents without the required waiting 
period for basic benefits. The usual 
waiting periods on major medical benefits 
will still apply. 


years of state service by serving as an Army 
Aviator in a_ state-funded aviation 


program. He assisted the Army Aviation 
Officer by flying assignments for the 
Governor’s Office and the Adjutant 
General’s Department. 


Secretary Tom Bradshaw presents a certi- 
ficate of appreciation to Leighton M. Elliott 
upon his retirement. Elliott served for 33 
years with the State, 18 of which were with 
the Department of Transportation in the 
Photogrammetry Unit. 


or adding dependents should contact 
their personnel representative and obtain 
a Form C-166, “Open Enrollment 
Instructions for Teachers and_ State 
Employees.” 

Applications for enrollment or change 
should be submitted to the Fiscal Section 
not later than August 31, 1978, for cover- 
age to be effective October 1and not later 
than September 18 for coverage effective 
November 1. 

Enrollments for this “open season” will 
be accepted, however, until the deadline 
of September 30, 1978. 


NCDOT Veteran Retires After 55 Years 


Elliott’s aviation experience led him to 
DOT and the Photogrammetry Unit. 

The Photogrammetry Unit is respon- 
sible for obtaining reliable information 
about the environment through record- 
ing, measuring, and interpreting aerial 
photography. Utilizing its Aero Com- 
mander 680FL for the various branches of 
the Division of Highways, the Photogram- 
metry Unit shoots large scale aerial 
topographic and  planimetric maps, 
mosaics, and cross-sections of roadway 
designs. Two years ago, the Unit added 
color photography in order to monitor 
erosion control in environmental 
construction. 

Along with Jerry Brantley, his co-pilot, 
Leighton has logged over 200 hours each 
year for aerial photography with the Aero 
Commander. 

Unit Head of Photogrammetry Chester 
Gray commented that, “Our Unit 
provides as many or more services to 
more branches within our Division of 
Highways than the majority of the 
Photogrammetry Units in other states.” 

“Leighton has been with Photogram- 
metry,” Gray continued, “since 1960. 
During that time the efficiency and 
competency he demonstrated flying 
aerial missions and as executive pilot have 
contributed much to the services that our 
section has been able to provide to the 
department and to the public.” 


Tom Bradshaw, Jr. 
Secretary of Transportation 
Cy K. Lynn 

Special Assistant for Public Affairs 
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DOT Wins 


By Phyllis Parish 
(Public Affairs Intern) 


Over a seven year period, 250 victories 
out of 332 softball games is not a bad 
winning record. Which team holds this 
kind of record: NCDOT softball team! 

Organized in 1971, the roster of the 
NCDOT team has listed over one hundred 
different players in these seven years. 
Nevertheless, each team created a 
championship title for DOT — during ’71, 
DOT’s “Rookie Year,’ NCDOT racked up 
several victories: League “B’’ champion- 
ship, Raleigh City Championship, 
Amateur Softball Association (ASA) 
District 44 Champions, and the ASA State 
Industrial Tournament Championship. 
Well. ..supposedly their “rookie year”! 

The first DOT softball team actually 
began in 1970, with Planning and 
Research employee, Wayne Elliott, as 
coach. Elliott’s team consisted of DOT 
employees and played in local tourna- 
ments. In’71, Harold Plummer and several 
of his fellow Roadway Design employees 
decided to form another softball team. 
After competing with Elliott’s team, the 
two joined forces in 1974 and Plummer 
was named manager. 

From ’72 - ’75, the DOT ball team was 
sponsored by a Raleigh automobile 
dealership. During this time, DOT won 
the ASA District 44 Tournament twice, 
ASA State Industrial championship three 
times, United States Slow-pitch Softball 
Association (USSSA) State Tournament, 
and most importantly, the USSSA World 
Industrial Tournament. 

In 1976, the team decided to sponsor 
themselves. Peanuts and raffle tickets 
were sold by the players. Enough money 


was raised for new uniforms — green and - 


white outfits with NCDOT printed on the 
front. Therefore, during the Bicentennial 
year, the DOT team dressed like pros and 
played like them, too! For the fourth 
consecutive year, DOT became League 
“A” champions. They also knocked up 
the Raleigh City Championship, the ASA 
District 44 Championship, Archer’s Lodge 
Invitation championship and the ASA 
State Industrial Tournament. 

While 1977 proved to be a memorable 
year for the Department with over- 
whelming passage of the $300 million 
Highway 


Again and 


Improvement Bond Issue, it was another 
winning year for the NCDOT softballers. 
For the fifth consecutive year, they batted 
their way to the League “A” champion- 
ship. The biggest accomplishment of the 
year occurred at Bowie, Maryland — 
NCDOT won the USSA World Industrial 
Tournament, a repeat of their per- 
formance in ’75. 

This year, NCDOT is not competing in 
the Raleigh City League, due to monetary 
problems. Instead, the DOT teammates 
play ball during the week for other local 
teams. 


NCDOT Softball Team with a few of their 
trophies—Top Row, from left to right: Ron 
Elmore, Planning and Research; Al Avant, 
Planning and Research; Manager Harold 
Plummer, Roadway Design; Dean Jackson, 
Computer Section; Butch Arnold, Computer 
Section; Roy Godwin, Computer Section; 
Greg Stevens, Planning and Research; Keith 
Parrish, Bridge Design. Bottom Row from left 
to right: David Swinson, Roadway Design; Bill 
Mitchell, Bridge Design; John Williamson, 
Right-of-Way Section; Ken Broadwell, 
Roadway Design; Danny Ashman, Roadway 
Design; Frank Peele, Reproduction Unit. 


“Since the guys play ball each week for 
other area softball teams, we don’t hold a 
DOT practice,” commented Plummer. 
However, it does not seem to hinder these 
fellas at all — once again, NCDOT has 
qualified for the USSSA _ Industrial 
Tournament by coming out victorious in 
the World Qualifying Softball Tourna- 
ment. Recently, DOT scooped up the 
District 44 Industrial Tournament 
Championship again. In four games, DOT 
had 116 hits, 99 runs scored, and 27 
homeruns hit. Indeed, this tournament, 
held in Rock Ridge, felt the power of the 
DOT team. 


Their victories qualified NCDOT for the 
State ASA tournament to be held in 
Kannapolis, NC. Since their rookie year in 
71, DOT has won this tournament for 
Franklin, Johnston, and Wake Counties 
five times — ’71, ’73, ’74,’76,’78. In’72and 
’77, NCDOT captured the runner-up title. 

Meanwhile, NCDOT is looking toward 
Labor Day, and the USSSA World 
Industrial Tournament, to be held in 
Petersburg, Virginia. “It takes more 
money than you would expect to partici- 
pate in a tournament. Nevertheless, for 
the softball talent we have, it is worth 
selling peanuts by the cases!’’, explained 
Plummer. “This year’s team is the best we 
have ever had,’ continued Plummer. 
“Our decisive victories in the recent 
District 44 Tournament proves this to me. 
We have had good teams in the past, but 
we were always weak at one or two 
positions. This ’78 team is strong 
throughout, and | hope to see them as 
United States slow-pitch softball cham- 
pions again this year.” 

Whether they win the ’78 world 
championship or not, the NCDOT softball 
team has proven that they are, indeed, 
champions. 250 victories out of 332 
softball games...no, not bad at all! 


